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At 2m, India’s Aug tally highest Court: Bhushan’s defence neither
bona fide nor in public interest
for a month in any country
Judges bound by judicial norms
Continued from page 1

Nearly 7.9L 1,358 cases in 24 hrs, MP Cong gen secy
Active Cases, positivity rate 9.4% dies of Covid-19
Toll Hits 65K D
M
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: India reported
close to 2 million Covid-19 cases in August, the highest recorded in any country during any month since the outbreak of the pandemic. The
country also saw a surge in
deaths from the virus, with
28,859 fatalities reported in
August, a 50% jump from the
previous month’s toll.
The 19,87,705 cases recorded during August in India,
as per TOI’s data collated
from state governments, made it the worst outbreak of
the virus in any country during a single month — higher
than the number of infections reported in the US in
July (19,04,462).
However, in terms of deaths, the US and Brazil repor-

Pranab was
a man for
all seasons
Continued from P1

O

n each of four vital
criteria
available
for any individual’s
evaluation,
Pranabda
scored highly and in different ways. His talent was
legendary.
There are few, if any,
who possessed his indepth knowledge and easy
familiarity with the intricacies of policymaking on
totally unrelated subjects.
He was a man for all
seasons and I cannot think
of any occasion when he
failed to deliver.
Secondly, his ideological commitment was clear
and consistent: he was a
slightly left-of-centre centrist, with a balanced approach on social and economic issues, but consistent with the socialist context of a transforming and
unequal economy like India and with the inclusive
philosophy of the party he
represented.
Thirdly, his temperament, criticised by some
as short and hot, was fully
understandable for a man
heavily pressed for time,
who had no time for small
talk or idle political gossip. But catch him with
time or in a relaxed mood
(like a flight to Kolkata or
elsewhere, as happened
with me more than once),
and you would be treated
to a delightful experience
of old-world charm, anecdotal treasures, deep and
incisive analysis and a
childlike simplicity. Finally, his commitment to his
convictions was strong,
honest and sincere: he was
incapable of pretensions
and came across as he was,
without hypocrisy or camouflage.
In a 2012 article before
Pranabda was even selected as the Presidential
nominee by diverse parties, Inder Malhotra quoted an unnamed writer who
described Pranabda as a
“front person, reference
point,
troubleshooter,
lightning rod, live wire,
fulcrum, flywheel, and, indeed, the very heart and
soul of the government”.
Malhotra added: “This
was a mind boggling... stupendous achievement for
someone with most modest beginnings... who had
to walk a few miles to the
nearest school.”
He was the go-to man
for everything in UPA-I
and II and the number of
EGOMs/GOMs he headed
was testimony to this.

elhi recorded 1,358 new
Covid cases on Monday,
taking the tally to over 1.74 lakh.
The positivity rate climbed to
9.4%. The toll mounted to 4,444
as 18 fatalities were recorded in
24 hours. TNN

P Congress general
secretary Md Salim died
of Covid-19 on Monday, 14 days
after his wife died of the virus.
Salim, 59, was in hospital
undergoing treatment after
testing positive 13 days ago. TNN

2 journalists die of
Covid-19 in Ch’garh

Centre to send
teams to 4 states

T

wo journalists have died of
Covid-19 in Chhattisgarh in
the past three days amid a
surge in infections, while three
ministers went into isolation
on Monday after people close
to them tested positive. TNN

T

ted a higher toll than India in
August. The US had recorded
nearly 31,000 deaths till August 30 while Brazil had registered 29,565 fatalities.
In India, the massive surge in infections during Au-

gust can be gauged from the
fact that 54% of all cases recorded since the outbreak of
the pandemic came during
the month. India’s total caseload stands at over 36.8 lakh.
Of these, 28.3 lakh have reco-

he health ministry will
deploy central teams in
four states—UP, Jharkhand,
Chhattisgarh and Odisha –
after a surge in Covid cases in
these states, with some
reporting more fatalities. TNN

vered while there are nearly
7.9 lakh active cases in the
country. India’s number of
active cases is second only to
the US, where the count
stands at 25.6 lakh.
The virus has so far claimed 65,373 lives in India, the
third highest in the world
following the US (1.87 lakh)
and Brazil (1.2 lakh).
On Monday, India recorded the lowest jump in cases
in a week, with 65,968 fresh infections reported in the country. The day’s death toll, at 824,
was the lowest for a single day
since August 3. The decrease
in fresh cases is consistent
with the trend of lower number of infections detected on
Mondays due to lower tests
over the weekend and processing work slowing down due
to Sunday being a holiday.
Maharashtra,
Andhra
Pradesh and Karnataka are
the three high burden states
currently leading the Covid-19 caseload in the country,
accounting for 45.7 % of new
cases detected on Sunday.

A

bench of Justices Arun
Mishra, B R Gavai and
Krishna Murari had
convicted Bhushan on August
20 through a 108-page judgment for tweeting “false and
malicious” statements to scandalise the court besides the
present and former CJIs. On
Monday, it came out with an 82page sentencing judgment rejecting his defence as “neither
bona fide nor in public interest”. The bench held that the
lawyer's responses aggravated
the crime of contempt.
The SC said it was all for
showing magnanimity and
closing the case if Bhushan
had shown remorse and tendered an apology. “The court,
from the very beginning, was
desirous of giving quietus to
this matter. Directly or indirectly, the contemnor was
persuaded to end this matter
by tendering an apology and
saving the grace of the institution as well as the individual, who is an officer of the
court. However, for reasons
best known to him, he has neither shown regret in spite of

Continued from page 1
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ustices Jasti Chelameswar, Ranjan Gogoi, Madan B Lokur and
Kurian Joseph, who were restive over cases of ‘far-reaching
consequences for the nation’ being ‘assigned selectively’ to
‘benches of preference’, held a press conference on the lawns of
Chelameswar’s bungalow on Tughlaq Road, barely 200 metres
from the CJI’s residence on Krishna Menon Marg.
When this incident was referred to by activist-advocate
Prashant Bhushan in his defence that like him, even SC judges
had criticised the top court and its CJIs, a bench of Justices
Arun Mishra, B R Gavai and Krishna Murari said the contemnor was wrong in his attempt to draw “negative equality” with
the judges’ press conference. On the press conference, the
bench said, “We hope it was the first and the last occasion that
judges have gone to the press, and God gives wisdom to protect
its dignity by internal mechanism, particularly when allegations made, if any, publicly cannot be met by sufferer judges. It
would cause suffering to them till eternity. Truth can be the defence to the judges also but they are bound by their judicial
norms, ethics and code of conduct.”
our persuasion or the advice
of the attorney general.
Thus, we have to consider imposing an appropriate sentence upon him,” it said.
The bench said said the actions of the contemnor were
grave and serious. “When the
senior-most functionary in
the legal profession of the

stature of the AG was giving
advice to express regret and
withdraw the wild allegations, a lawyer of such a long
standing (Bhushan) was expected to give due respect to
it. Even our request made to
him has gone in vain. Thus,
we feel that the simple issuance of warning is not go-

ing to suffice in the instant
case,” the court said.
Shrugging off Dhavan’s
argument that punishing
Bhushan would make him a
‘martyr’, the bench said,
“Pursuant to the conviction
in a criminal case, the Bar
Council of India can suspend
the enrolment, if it so desires. It is also open to this court
to debar from practising in a
court. We are not afraid of
sentencing the contemnor either with imprisonment or
from debarring him from
practice.
“His conduct reflects ego,
which has no place in the system of administration of justice and in a noble profession,
and no remorse is shown for
the harm done to the institution to which he belongs. At
the same time, we cannot retaliate merely because the
contemnor has made a statement that he is neither invoking the magnanimity or the
mercy of this court and he is
ready to submit to the penalty that can be lawfully inflicted upon him for what the
court has determined to be an
offence,” the SC said.

Pranab was go-to man for all Checks in place as JEE begins today
EXAM DAY
trouble-shooting assignments
Manash.Gohain
@timesgroup.com
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Congressman all his
political life, barring a
brief period when he
fell out with Rajiv Gandhi,
Mukherjee worked with
three PMs: Indira Gandhi,
whose attention he first
caught, P V Narasimha Rao
and Manmohan Singh. After
his return to Congress, his
career was revived by Rao
who appointed him deputy
chairman of the Planning
Commission. However, he
was passed over for the PM’s
job in 2004 when Sonia Gandhi chose Manmohan Singh.
Mukherjee received the
Bharat Ratna, the nation's
highest honour, last year, a
recognition that stood out because it was conferred at the
behest of a government belonging to a party he had consistently opposed. Earlier,
BJP's allies JD(U) and Shiv
Sena had broken ranks from
their NDA partners to support his presidential bid.
Though not a mass leader
— he won only one Lok Sabha
election, in 2004 and never
made a mark in state politics
— he was the go-to man in successive governments for trouble-shooting assignments.
President Ram Nath Kovind, Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Congress chief Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi led the nation in paying
tribute to Mukherjee. A man

of many hues, he was a voracious reader whose knowledge of history and politics
was embellished by a ringside view of events of national import. His body will be
laid in state at his residence
10, Rajaji Marg from 9am to
noon on Tuesday and will be
cremated at Lodhi Road crematorium at 2.30 pm.
He was a key negotiator
with the Left on the India-US
nuclear deal till the communists parted ways with the
UPA. He also spearheaded
the UPA government's unsuccessful effort to defang
the anti-corruption movement that launched Aaam
Aadmi Party and help clear
the way for Narendra Modi’s
win in the 2014 LS elections.
A government reply to a
Parliament question in 2010

Bastar cop kidnapped and
killed, allegedly by Maoists
Raipur: A police officer who
was part of several anti-Maoist operations was abducted
and murdered, allegedly by
Maoists, in Bijapur district
while returning home to go
on leave.
ASI Nagaiya Korsa was
knifed and hacked to death
and his body dumped on the
Kutru-Naimed road, not far
from Kutru police station
where he was posted. About
400 km from Raipur, this is

one of the worst Maoist-affected regions of Bastar.
This is the third murder of
a policeman in Bijapur in four
months. On April 16, constable Ramesh Kursam was found
stabbed to death near Farsegarh village; on July 2, off-duty constable Somaru Poyam
(posted in Farsegarh) was
riddled with arrows at his home. Now, an officer has been
murdered. Farsegarh is 15 km
from Kutru. TNN

(UPA-2) said Mukherjee was
heading all empowered
GoMs expect one and was
head of 15 of 34 other GoMs.
Seen as ‘Mr Fixit’ in UPA-1
and 2, he headed eGoMs on
3G spectrum, procurement
and management of foodgrain, drought management,
gas pricing, price band of
PSU shares, mega power projects and mass transit systems. In all, he headed 95
GoMs during his time in the
two UPA governments.
On Monday the Army Hospital said: “There has been a
decline in the medical condition of Pranab Mukherjee
since yesterday. He is in septic
shock due to his lung infection
and is being managed by a
team of specialists. He continues to be in a deep coma and on
ventilator support.”

New Delhi: Postponed twice
due to the pandemic, the Joint Entrance Examination
(Main) for admission to top
engineering colleges in the
country will commence with
unprecedented preparations
from Tuesday.
A total of 9.58 lakh aspirants have registered for the exam to be conducted from September 1 to 6 across 660 testing
centres. While Odisha, Madhya Pradesh. Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh governments have assured the aspirants free
transportation, a group of IIT
alumni and students have also
launched a portal to provide
transport facility to exam centres for needy aspirants. Ramesh Pokhriyal, Union minister of education has appealed
to chief ministers of various
states to support the candidates appearing for the exam.
According to Vineet Joshi,
director general, National Testing Agency, a comprehensive
standard operating procedure

➤ Computers used in the
ﬁrst shift won’t be used in
the second shift
➤ Staggered entry and exit
of candidates at the centres
➤ Seats, workstations and
keyboards will be disinfected
before the start of each shift;
Centres will be sanitised
➤ Hand sanitisers will be
kept at the entrance of the
centres as well as inside the
exam halls
➤ Admit cards of candidates
will be checked using
barcode readers
➤ Candidates will be
provided three-layer masks
at the centres

for the candidates and centre
staff has been put in place to ensure social distancing and secured delivery of the test. There has been demand for further
postponing of the JEE (main)
and medical entrance exam
NEET-UG amid rising Covid-19
cases. JEE (Main) is conducted
for admission to engineering

courses in IITs, NITs and Centrally Funded Technical Institutions (CFTIs), the score of
which is also used by various
state and private engineering
colleges. “I appeal to CMs of all
states to support our students
in such unprecedented circumstances and make appropriate arrangements so the
aspirants do not have to face
any inconvenience. I also appeal to students to have faith in
agencies behind conduct of the
examination,” said Pokhriyal.
The number of aspirants
per room has been brought
down to 12 from 24 for the computer-based test and the computers used in the first shift of
the day will not be used in the
second shift. “Staggered entry
and exit, not allowing gathering of parents/ guardians near the centre will help in crowd
management and social distancing,” said Joshi, who added
that each protocol will be strictly implemented.
As per the SOP in place, before the start of each shift and
after the last shift ends, all seats, including the workstation

and keyboards will be disinfected. The complete centre, its
walls, toilets and doors will also be thoroughly sanitised.
Hand sanitisers will be available at the entrance of the examination centre and inside
the exam hall.
The usual process of checking the admit cards of candidates will be replaced with barcode readers. Even though the
candidates are being asked to
come to the test centres with
masks and sanitisers, at the
centre they will have to use the
masks provided by the examination authority. Each candidate will be offered a three-ply
mask at the time of entry and is
expected to wear the same during the examination.
The JEE (Main) was originally scheduled to be held from
April 7-11, but was postponed to
July 18-23. It was postponed
again till September. Based on
the results of the JEE (Mains),
the top 2.5lakh candidates will
be eligible to appear for the JEE
(Advanced) for admission into
the 23 premier Indian Institutes of Technology.

9/1/2020

BANGALORE Page: 9 - Hosadigantha ePaper - Hosadigantha ePaper

https://epaper.hosadigantha.com/epaper/edition/2895/bangalore/page/9

1/2

9/1/2020

BANGALORE Page: 9 - Hosadigantha ePaper - Hosadigantha ePaper

https://epaper.hosadigantha.com/epaper/edition/2895/bangalore/page/9

2/2

